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DOMINICAN   REPUBLIC. 
PUERTO  PLATA. 

By  Consul  Arthur  McLean,  IVovembcr  IS,  1917. 

The  Dominican  Republic,  situated  within  740  miles  of  Panama, 
1,250  of  New  York,  and  3,850  of  Southampton,  is  almost  totally  un- 
exploited.  With  a  continuance  of  peace  and  a  stable  Government, 
which  now  seems  assured,  this  island  should  develop  as  rapidly  as  its 
neighbors,  Cuba  and  Porto  Rico,  which  it  equals  if  not  surpasses  in 
fertility.  The  Dominican  Republic  contains  a  greater  amount  of 
virgin  land  than  an}^  other  island  in  the  West  Indies. 

The  Puerto  Plata  consular  district  comprises  the  Provinces  of 
Monte  Cristij  Puerto  Plata,  La  Vega,  Samana.  Santiago,  Espaillat, 
and  Pacificador,  or,  roughly  speaking,  the  northern  half  of  the  Do- 
minican Republic.  The  total  population  of  this  region  is  about 
300,000  persons,  most  of  whom  are  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits. 

Foreign  Trade  of  the  Dominican  Republic. 

The  folloAv hig  table  shows  the  total  imports  and  exports  of  the 
Dominican  Republic  for  the  years  1905  to  191G,  inclusive: 


Year. 

Imports. 

Exports. 

Year. 

Imports. 

Exports. 

1905 

$3,096,263 
4,281,337 
5,156,121 
4,767,775 
4,425,913 
6,257,691 

86,898,098 
6,543,872 
7, 638, 536 
9, 396, 487 
8,113,690 

10,849,623 

1911 

S6, 949, 662 
8,217,898 
9,272,278 
6, 729, 007 
9,118,514 

11,664,430 

?11,004,906 

1906 

1912 

12, 385, 248 

1907 

1913 

1914 

1915 

191G 

10, 469, 947 

1908 

10, 588, 787 

1909 

15, 209, 061 

1910 

21,527,873 

Imports  l)y  Ports. 

The  total  imports  of  the  four  ports  of  this  consular  district  during 
191G  were  as  follows:  Puerto  Plata,  $2,105,081;  Monte  Cristi,  $350,'- 
573;  Samana,  $207,412;  and  Sanchez,  $2,273,995. 

The  imports  through  the  small  town  of  Dajabon,  on  the  Haitian 
border,  were  insignificant  and  have  not  been  taken  into  considera- 
tion. 

Owing  to  the  installation  of  a  new  system  of  statistics  no  figures 
were  compiled  of  the  different  imports  and  the  countries  from  which 
they  originated. 

Prior  to  the  Avar  about  GO  per  cent  of  the  total  imports  of  tlie 
Dominican  Republic  were  from  the  United  States,  and  the  remainder 
from  Germany,  Great  Britain,  France,  Spain,  and  Italy,  in  the 
order  named.  In  1916  the  United  States  practically  had  a  monopoly 
of  imports  into  the  Republic,  being  credited  with  90.37  per  cent  of  the 
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total.     The  United  Kingdom  supplied  4.13  per  cent  and  Spain  and 
France  each  1.3  per  cent  of  the  total  imports  into  the  Republic. 


\    Principal  Articles  of  Esport 


■n  The  following  table  shows  the  (][uantity  and  value  of  total  exports 
from  the  Puerto  Plata  consular  district  during  1915  and  1916: 


Articles. 


Bananas bunches. 

Beeswax pounds. 

Cacao,  crude do . . . 

Clieniicals,  drugs,  and  dyes,  raw  materials  for 

Coconuts pounds . 

Coflee do . . . 

Copra do . . . 

Co  t  ton do . . . 

Cotton  seed 

Hides  and  skins: 

Cattle pornids . 

Goat do . . . 

Honey do . . . 

Sugar,  raw do . . . 

Tobacco,  leaf do . . . 

Woods: 

Logwood tons . 

Other 

All  other 


Total. 


1915 


Quantity.       Value, 


320, 091 

190,927 

38.635,450 


2, 013, 290 

2, 399, 665 

264, 669 

297,471 


627, S35 

141,978 

214,219 

2,315 

13,326,246 


$165,018 

40,909 

4,099,387 

2,947 

20, 155 

199, 730 

10,598 

60, 500 

17,315 

105, 2S5 

42,143 

8,677 

95 

937, 702 


7,246 
19,342 


5,737,060 


1916 


Quantity.       Value, 


343, 060 

2.50, 263 

42,027,936 


2, 040, 343 

1,365,794 

142,878 

199. 930 


603, 851 
135, 753 
178, 753 
71,718 
17,345,087 

4,878 


8171,515 

57,693 

5,354,655 

41,343 

23,657 

116,244 

6,334 

31,634 

7,091 

137,255 

51,777 

7,369 

3,421 

1,418,736 

143,277 

5,134 

29,695 


7,606,830 


Exports  through  the  land  port  of  Dajabon,  on  the  Haytian  fron- 
tier, are  not  included  in  the  above  table.  These  amounted  to  $5,331 
in  1916. 

While  practically  all  of  the  exports  from  this  district  were  con- 
signed to  the  United  States,  nearly  all  of  the  tobacco  and  a  good 
share  of  the  cacao  were  reexported  to  European  markets. 

Declared  Exports  to  United  States. 

The  quantity  and  value  of  the  principal  exports  to  the  United 
States  during  1915  and  1916,  according  to  invoices  certified  at  the 
American  consulate  at  Puerto  Plata,  are  given  in  the  following  table: 


Articles. 


1915 


Quantity. 


Value. 


1916 


Quantity.       Value 


Bananas bimches. 

Beeswax pounds. 

Cacao,  crude do... 

Coffee do. .. 

Cotton do. . . 

Divi-divi do. . . 

Dyewoods;  Logwood tons. 

Hides  and  skins: 

Cattle pounds. 

Goat do. . . 

Metals,  scrap do. . . 

Sugar do. . . 

Tobacco,  leaf do. . . 

All  other  articles 


366, 000 

97, 885 

7, 163, 429 

1, 762, 521 

16,&16 

81,992 


S1S3,000 

27,942 

1,013.084 

149,921 

1,926 

1,451 


336, 160 

92, 546 

6, 595, 431 

659, 499 


$168,080 
26, 712 
870,554 
57,262 


162,479 
82, 761 
5,843 


38,334 

28,054 

793 


394, 178 


21,088 
1,197 


434,562 
1,437 

197,572 
72,573 
36,424 
70,341 
3,972,179 


Total. 


1, 466, 790 


0,949 
53,909 

47,634 

28,788 

7,880 

3,517 

364,299 

4,437 


1,643,021 


Exports  to  Porto  Rico  were  valued  at  $44,447  in  1916,  as  against 
$6,057  in  1915.  No  invoices  were  certified  for  Hawaii  or  the  Philip- 
pines. 
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Cacao  and  Tobacco  the  Principal  Crops. 

Cacao  is  the  most  important  crop  of  this  coiisiihir  district  and, 
after  sugar,  the  leading  export  of  the  Dominican  liepublic.  The  lOlG 
crop  was  about  average  in  quantity,  and  the  ])rices  obtained  were 
A'ery  satisfactory.  The  total  exports  from  tliis  district  were  42,- 
027,930  pounds,  valued  at  $5,354,055.  Espaillat,  Samana,  and  Pacih- 
cador,  the  principal  cacao-producing  Provinces  of  the  Republic,  are 
all  in  this  district.  The  greater  part  of  the  cacao  exported  from  the 
Eepublic  is  shipped  from  the  port  of  Sanchez,  by  which  name  it  is 
known  in  the  world's  markets. 

Tobacco  is,  after  cacao,  the  leading  export  of  the  Puerto  Plata 
district.  The  1910  tobacco  crop  was  variously  estimated  at  from 
150,000  to  175,000  seroons  of  115  pounds  net  each.  The  quality  of 
the  crop  was  excellent,  and  the  prices  obtained  were  the  highest  in 
years.  The  growers  received  from  $5  to  $0  per  seroon  for  their 
tobacco  in  1910,  as  against  $2  to  $3  in  previous  years.  As  a  result 
of  the  high  prices  obtained  in  1910,  a  considerable  new  acreage  was 
planted,  not  only  in  the  Province  of  Santiago,  the  center  of  this  in- 
dustry, but  also  along  the  coast  west  of  Puerto  Plata. 
Coffee — Bananas — Dyewoods. 

The  total  coffee  crop  of  this  district  in  1910  was  approximately 
2,000,000  pounds,  of  which  1,305,794  pounds,  valued  at  $110,244,  were 
exported. 

Although  there  are  plenty  of  good  coffee  lands  available  in  this 
region,  the  acreage  planted  varies  but  little  from  year  to  year,  and 
the  production  remains  about  the  same.  In  recent  years  the  Domini- 
can planters  have  been  turning  from  coffee  to  cacao,  as  it  requires 
less  labor  and  is  therefore  considered  a  more  profitable  and  satis- 
factory crop. 

The  Sosua  Plantations  Co.  abandoned  the  planting  of  bananas  in 
October,  1910.  Its  plantation,  the  only  one  in  the  Republic  which 
cultivated  bananas  for  export,  was  located  at  Sosua,  11  miles  east  of 
Puerto  Plata. 

During  the  banana  season  small  Norwegian  steamers  called  at 
Sosua  auvd  Puerto  Plata  at  least  once  a  week  with  mail  and  pas- 
sengers. The  withdrawal  of  these  steamers  and  the  closing  down  of 
the  plantation,  with  the  resultant  loss  of  employment  to  several 
imnclred  men,  was  a  great  blow  to  the  Province  of  Puerto  Plata, 
where  there  are  so  few  industries  of  any  consequence. 

Prior  to  the  war  very  few  dyewoods  were  shipped  from  the  Do- 
minican Republic.  Prices  were  so  low,  and  the  cost  of  cutting  the 
dyewoods  and  getting  them  to  seaboard  was  so  high,  that  the  business 
was  looked  Tipon  as  unprofitable.  The  high  prices  that  prevailed  in 
1910  have  given  a  great  stimulus  to  the  dyewood  industry,  and  as  a 
result  4,h7cS  tons,  valued  f.t  $143,277,  were  exported  dni'ing  that  year. 

Limited  Production  of  Coconuts  and  Sugar. 

The  cultivation  of  coconuts  for  export,  which  is  confined  almost 
exclusivelj"  to  the  neighborhood  of  Samana  Bay  and  Peninsula,  was 
extended  during  1910.  The  yield  was  good,  and  satisfactory  prices 
were  obtained. 

The  total  value  of  the  coconuts  exported  in  1910  was  only  $23,057 
and  of  copra  $0,334,  or  less  than  1  per  cent  of  the  total  exports  of 
this  district.    As  there  are  large  stretches  of  suitalde  land  available 
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for  coconuts  in  this  region,  it  is  probable  that  in  time  this  crop  will 
be  of  considerable  importance. 

Sugar  is  not  as  yet  an  important  crop  in  this  district.  All  of  the 
large  plantations  of  the  island  are  in  the  southern  part  of  the  Re- 
public. There  are  only  four  small  centrals  in  this  region,  ■which 
confine  themselves  to  production  for  local  consumption.  In  view 
of  the  favorable  conditions  these  plantations  have  expanded  con- 
siderably. They  have  planted  a  much  larger  acreage  in  cane  than 
in  former  years  and  have  installed  new  and  improved  machinery. 
Branch  Banks  Established— Shipping  Facilities. 

During  the  year  191G  the  Royal  Bank  of  Canada  established 
branch  banks  in  the  jDort  of  Sanchez  and  in  the  important  interior 
town  of  Santiago  de  los  Caballeros,  the  trade  center  of  the  northern 
half  of  the  Dominican  Republic. 

In  December,  1016,  the  steamer  Marina^  of  the  Bull-Insular  Line, 
inaugurated  a  monthly  service  between  Sanchez,  Puerto  Plata,  and 
San  Juan,  Porto  Rico.  This  new  service  had  a  tendency  to  stimu- 
late trade  between  the  two  islands.  A  number  of  salesmen  represent- 
ing Porto  Rican  firms  came  over  b}^  the  Marina,  and  they  report  that 
the  business  secured  was  satisfactor3^ 

The  Clyde  Steamship  Co.  maintains  a  semimonthly  freight  and 
passenger  service  between  New  York  and  Monte  Cristi,  Puerto  Plata, 
Sanchez,  and  Samana.  The  same  company  dispatched  an  occasional 
cargo  boat  as  the  trade  warranted. 

This  section  of  the  Dominican  Republic  is  handicapped  by  inade- 
quate steamship  facilities.     There  is  great  need  of  more  frequent 
steamship  communication  with  New  York  and  Porto  Rico,  and  a 
service  to  Cuba  and  some  southern  port  of  the  United  States. 
Railway  Repairs  and  Construction, 

There  are  two  railroads  in  this  consular  district,  viz,  the  Domini- 
can Central  Railroad,  owned  by  the  Dominican  Government,  and  the 
Samana  and  Santiago  Railroad,  owned  by  Scotch  capitalists. 

The  Dominican  Central  Railroad  connects  Puerto  Plata  with  San- 
tiago, a  distance  of  42  miles,  with  a  further  extension  of  17  miles  to 
Moca.  Traific  on  this  road  was  suspended  the  first  half  of  lOlG,  but 
operations  were  resumed  in  Jidy  of  that  year.  The  service  has  im- 
proved gradually,  and  the  railroad  has  been  reconstructed  through- 
out, Too  tons  of  new  60-pound  rails  and  50,000  new  ties  being  laid. 
The  tele])hone  system  has  been  placed  in  good  condition,  and  nevv  ap- 
paratus have  been  installed.  All  bridges,  stations,  and  other  build- 
ings have  lieen  painted  and  repaired.  Work  v>'as  conunenced  on  a 
cut-off  between  Barrabas  and  La  Sabana,  which  will  reduce  the  grade 
from  9^  to  3  per  cent  and  reduce  the  maximum  curvature  to  32 
degrees. 

The  Samana  and  Santiago  Raih-oad  made  considerable  progress 
with  its  seven-mile  branch  between  Moca  and  Salcedo.  When  com- 
pleted, this  branch  line  will  link  the  Samana  and  Santiago  Railroad 
with  the  Dominican  Central  Railroad,  thus  connecting  i\\Q^  ports  of 
Sanchez  and  Puerto  Plata  by  rail. 
Building  Operations — Increased  Parcel-Post  Shipments. 

In  July,  lOlG,  a  contract  was  awarded  to  an  America'i  company 
for  the  construction  of  a  wharf  at  Puerto  Plata.  The  new  wharf  is  to 
be  built  of  reinforced  concrete,  at  a  cost  of  about  $150,000.    It  is  to 
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be  400  feet  long  and  9G  feet  wide  and  is  to  liave  an  approach  800  feet 
long.  There  is  to  be  a  depth  of  24:  feet  alongside  the  new  wharf, 
which  will  accommodate  two  vessels,  one  at  either  side. 

A  two-story  customhouse,  G8  by  75  feet,  and  a  shed,  75  by  200 
feet,  are  to  be  built  on  the  wharf.  These  buildings  will  also  be  of 
reinforced  concrete. 

Considering  the  high  prices  of  all  materials,  a  considerable  num- 
ber of  stores  and  private  dwellings  were  erected  during  191G  in 
Puerto  Plata  and  Santiago  de  los  Caballeros,  the  two  principal  towns 
of  this  consular  district.  There  is  a  marked  tendency  here  to  replace 
the  one-story  frame  buildings,  which  have  been  so  common  in  this 
locality,  by  two-story  concrete  buildings. 

A  notable  feature  of  business  in  1916  was  the  large  increase  in 
parcel-post  shipments  to  this  Kepublic  from  the  United  States.  The 
increase  was  due  in  a  large  measure  to  the  high  rates  of  ocean 
freights,  and  the  facility  and  promptness  with  which  consignees 
were  able  to  dispatch  their  parcel-post  shipments  through  the 
customs. 

MONTE  CRISTI  AGENCY. 

By  Consular  Ageat  I.  T.  Petit. 

The  trade  of  the  port  of  Monte  Cristi  was  transacted  almost  en- 
tirely with  the  United  States  in  the  year  191G,  commercial  arrange- 
ments v/ith  European  countries  being  completely  deranged  by  the 
war.  This  has  resulted,  as  in  1915,  in  a  continuous  and  diversified 
development  of  business  with  the  United  States,  enhanced  as  regards 
imports  by  the  necessity  of  replacing  unobtainable  European  com- 
modities by  similar  articles  of  American  production  or  manufacture, 
and  as  to  exports  by  the  entire  cessation  of  shipments  to  Europe, 
necessitating  recourse  to  the  United  States  as  the  sole  available 
market  for  the  products  of  this  district. 

Increaae  in  Imports  and  Exports. 

Although  local  conditions  were  adverse  to  business  for  some  time 
in  191G,  the  commercial  movement  of  this  port  presents  an  increase 
in  the  year,  the  values  of  the  declared  imports  and  exports  exceeding 
those  of  all  antecedent  years.  Official  records  place  the  total  value 
of  imports  at  $356,573,  surpassing  1915  by  $107,405.  These  ligures 
comprise  a  small  percentage  of  imports  from  Great  Britain  and 
France,  the  principal  trade  being  with  the  United  States.  Exports 
amou.nted  to  $268,711,  indicating  an  increase  of  $179,456,  as  compared 
with  1915. 

The  increase  in  imports  was  partly  due  to  recent  importations 
through  this  port  intended  for  interior  points,  which  usually  pass 
through  Puerto  Plata;  and  in  exports  to  shipments  of  leaf  tobacco 
originating  in  the  interior  and  of  Monte  Cristi  logwood  in  cargo 
lots,  at  advanced  prices. 

During  191G,  29  steamships  entered  this  port  from  foreign  coun- 
tries, of  which  28  were  of  American  nationality,  and  1  was  under 
the  Norwegian  flag.  No  sailing  vessels  of  foreign  nationality  visited 
this  port,  but  more  tlian  100  small  sailing  craft,  Dominican  and 
TIaytian,  in  the  coastwise  trade,  entered  and  cleared. 

On  the  vvhole,  the  trend  of  lousiness  was  progressive.  Constrained 
by  the  unfavorable  conditions  of  railroad  traffic  between  Puerto 
Plata  and  Santiago  toward  the  end  of  the  year,  a  small  part  of  the 
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carrying'  trade  to  and  from  the  latter  city  was  dlAerted  to  this  port, 
overland  transportation  being  effected  by  means  of  carts,  the  journey 
being  made  in  about  three  days.  If  this  slow  metliod  of  conveyance 
Avere  superseded  by  the  use  of  motor  trucks,  the  round  trip  might  be 
made  in  two  da3's  ordinaril}^,  even  in  the  present  unfinished  state  of 
the  road  between  Monte  Cristi  and  Santiago. 
Shipments  to  TJnited  States. 

The  i^rincipal  articles  declared  at  the  consulate  at  Monte  Cristi  for 
shipment  to  the  United  States  during  1915  and  lOlG  are  shown  in  the 
accompanying  statement.  There  were  no  exports  to  Porto  Kico, 
Hawaii,  or  the  Philippine  Islands. 


Articles. 


Beans bushels . 

Beeswax pounds . 

Cacao,  crude do . . . 

Coflee do... 

Cotton do . . . 

Divi-divi do. . . 

Uycwoods: 

Fustic tons . 

Logwood do . . . 

Hides  and  skins: 

Cattle poiuids . 

Goat do . . . 

Honey gallons . 

Mangrove  bark tons . 


1915 


Quantity. 


290 
51,152 
15,917 
90, 543 
18, 297 
494,000 


Specie 

Tobacco,  leaf pounds . 

Wood: 

Hardwood tons. 

Mahogany feet. 

Satinwood do. . . 

All  other  articles 


1,020 

103, 034 

51, 844 

7,200 

149 


290,000 


32, 155 


Total. 


Value. 


81,165 
12,017 
1,888 
7,570 
4,322 
6,344 


12, 050 

19, 056 
15,260 
2,174 
3,513 
18,480 
17, 123 


1916 


Quantity. 


69 

48,418 


47, 619 

91,811 

1,516,823 

98 
3,434 

70, 178 

49, 368 

7,290 

104 


2,606 
1,548 


125, 116 


1,059,811 

21 
22, 771 
14, 878 


Value. 


$278 
11,843 


3,456 
12, 745 
21,990 

1,402 
82, 975 

15, 168 
18,954 
2,681 
2,047 


87, 718 

214 

982 

1,062 

447 


263,962 


Manufacture  of  logwood  Extract — Plans  for  Sugar  Factoiy. 

In  the  early  part  of  1910,  the  abnormally  liigh  prices  paid  for  log- 
woud  in  the  United  States  caused  an  active  revival  of  business  here 
in  that  dyewood;  however,  the  boom  spent  itself  in  the  States  before 
long,  and,  lacking  tlie  incentive  of  high  values,  the  exceptionally  large 
output  of  this  district  was  reduced.  Stocks  of  logwood  accumulated 
during  the  period  of  enlarged  operations  are  still  being  shipped  grad- 
ually, owing  to  previous  scarcity  of  tonnage. 

The  manufacture  of  logwood  dyeing  extract  for  exportation  to  the 
United  States  was  introduced  here  in  the  latter  part  of  1916,  under 
American  ownership  and  management.  The  plant  is  well  equipped 
with  all  the  requisite  machinery  and  accessories.  It  is  situated  on 
the  northern  bank  of  the  Kiver  Yaque,  almost  contiguous  to  the  port, 
and  has  begun  to  produce  logwood  extract.  Conditions  are  favorable, 
tliis  being  a  receiving  center  for  logwood,  and  natural  facilities  exist. 

Sugar  making  as  projected  in  1915  was  not  realized  in  1916.  It  is 
now  planned  to  establish  a  sugar  factory,  under  entirely  different 
auspices,  with  local  capital,  at  a  point  a  few  miles  inland  from  this 
port,  upon  the  banks  of  the  River  Yaque,  with  a  maximum  produc- 
tion of  6,000  pounds  of  sugar  daily.  The  cane  is  already  planted  for 
this  project. 
Public  Improvements. 

Construction  work  on  the  new  road  between  this  port  and  the  city 
of  Santiago,  suspended  in  March,  1915,  has  not  been  resumed  yet. 
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Still,  tliis  road  provides  easy  and  quick  transit  by  automobile  be- 
tween tlie  two  places,  while  dry  weather  prevails.  This  fact  is  em- 
phasized by  the  growing  importance  of  the  importation  of  auto- 
mobiles at  this  port  during  the  year  1916. 

Plans  are  afoot  for  the  utilization  of  the  River  Yac^ue  as  a  navi- 
gable route  between  Monte  Cristi  and  the  town  of  Mao,  in  the  Province 
of  Santiago,  by  a  50-foot  river  boat,  which  will  ply  as  a  freigiiter. 
Monte  Cristi  and  Mao  v/ill  be  the  loading  places,  the  idea  being  that, 
with  a  short  cartage  between  Mao  and  Santiago,  a  certain  proportion 
of  the  imports  and  exports  of  the  Cibao  may  be  handled  by  tliis 
waterway  with  ease  and  economy.  Some  preliminary  improvements 
of  the  river  will  be  necessary,  in  order  to  facilitate  navigation.  The 
boat  is  to  be  built  here.  The  proprietor  of  this  enterprise  is  an 
American  citizen. 

With  the  event  of  quieter  times,  following  the  modified  political 
conditions  of  the  country,  a  feeling  of  confidence  in  the  future  se- 
curity and  permanence  of  their  work  is  growing"  among  the  people 
in  this  community,  and  the  important  influence  ot  peace  and  stability 
upon  the  economic  advancement  of  this  district  is  already  perceptible. 

SAMANA  AGENCY." 

By  Consular  Agent  F.  Lample. 

There  was  no  important  change  in  the  import  and  export  trade  of 
the  Samana  district  during  the  year  1916,  in  comparison  with  that 
of  1915. 

Custom  revenues  for  1916  were  $70,029,  not  very  much  below  those 
of  1915,  which  amounted  to  $79,630.  This  indicates  a  satisfactory 
trade  between  the  port  of  Samana  and  the  United  States. 

The  cacao  crop  of  1916  amounted  to  1,850,559  pounds,  against 
1.967,727  for  the  previous  year,  a  decrease  of  117,168  pounds,  duo  to 
incessant  rainfalls  and  heavy  winds  at  the  time  when  good  weather 
was  most  required. 

The  production  of  coconuts  continues  to  increase,  with  the  hope  of 
an  advance  in  prices,  due  to  the  many  inquiries  made  by  foreign 
concerns.  During  1916,  1,054,285  nuts  were  shipped  to  the  United 
States,  against  1,096,026  nuts  in  1915.  Also  a  market  is  found  with 
a  soap  factory  in  this  district  that  consumes  about  500,000  nuts  yearly 
in  the  manufacturing  of  soap.  To  the  statistics  of  this  product  for 
the  year  1916  should  be  added  137,137  pounds  of  copra,  representing 
about  274,274  nuts. 

Declared  Exports  to  TJnited  States. 

In  the  following  table  the  quantity  and  value  of  the  principal 
■  articles  declared  at  Samana  for  shipment  to  the  United  States  during 
1915  and  1916  are  shown : 


Articles 

1915 

1916 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Beeswax 

Cacao 

Coconuts 

Copra 

Glycerin,  crude 

pounds.. 

do 

number.. 

pounds.. 

do 

9,734 

1,967,727 

1,096,026 

248, 286 

S2,208 

248,536 

22, 788 

12, 192 

17,537 
1, 850, 559 
1, 054, 285 
137, 137 
33,085 
24,867 
279,32-1 

?4, 141 
204, 202 

29,803 
8,547 
6,564 
3,291 
2,938 
1, 888 

Hides 

Mangrove  bark 

do.... 

do.... 

23,251 

3,471 

AH  other  articles 

1,436 

Total 

290,719 

261  486 
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SANCHEZ  AGENCY. 

l!j-  Consular  .Agent  J.  Enriiiwe  Leronx. 

Shipments  from  the  Sanchez  consular  district  during  191G  ex* 
oeeded  somewhat  those  of  1915.  This  was  due  chiefly  to  the  fact 
ihat  part  of  the  cacao  crop  of  1915  was  not  shipped  until  1916 ;  but 
apart  from  that,  there  was  an  increase.     The  total  shipments  for 

1915  were  more  than  15,000  long  tons  (ton=2,2-10  pounds)  and  those 
yf  1916  more  than  18,000  tons.  The  total  value  of  imports  was  $2,273,- 
995  in  1916,  an  increase  of  $886,897  over  the  imports  of  1915.  This 
excess  is  due  more  to  the  advance  in  prices  in  the  foreign  markets 
than  to  increase  in  imports. 

With  regard  to  exports,  more  than  72  tons  of  mangrove  bark  were 
sliipped  to  New  York  and  Porto  Eico.  Heretofore  not  more  than 
occasional  consignments  as  samples  were  known  to  be  sent  to  the 
United  States. 

Among  the  projected  enterprises  for  the  Republic  in  the  near 
future  is  the  operation  of  a  sawmill  at  Matanzas  (a  place  on  the 
northern  coast  not  very  far  from  Sanchez),  by  the  Santo  Domingo 
Development  Co.  The  machinery  for  this  enterprise  has  already 
been  landed. 

Export  Trade  with  United  States. 

Exports  from  Sanchez  to  the  United  States  increased  from  $4,- 
772,178  in  1915  to  $5,125,173  in  1916.     Shipments  to  Porto  Rico  in 

1916  consisted  of  mangrove  bark,  valued  at  $1,093.  There  were  no 
exports  to  Hawaii  or  the  Philippines. 

The  quantity  and  value  of  the  principal  articles  declared  for  ship- 
ment to  the  United  States  in  1915  and  1916  were : 


-Articles 

1915 

1916 

Quantity. 

VaJiio. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Beeswax 

(■acao 

Coffee 

Hides  and  skins: 

Cattle 

Goat 

Uoney 

pounds.. 

do 

dc... 

do.... 

do.... 

gallons.. 

53,930 

28,613,200 

576,580 

324,297 
8,041 
1,350 

814.258 

4, 441 ; 010 

53, 571 

76, 202 

2,329 

083 

57, 127 

35.037,831 

■  146:865 

296,463 
8;093 
1, 150 

158, 824 
1,456,888 

$16,376 

4,870,858 

10,860 

78,273 
3,895 
756 
2,639 
140,189 
1,327 

Tobacco 

do 

2, 215, 752 

182,254 
1,871 

Total 



4,772,178 

5,125,173 
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